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Record of Decision

Preface

Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit
Silver Bow Creek/Butte Area Superfund Site
Butte, Montana

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), in consultation with the Montana
Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ), presents this Record of Decision (ROD)
for the Butte Priority Soils Operable Unit (BPSOU) of the Silver Bow Creek/Butte
Area Superfund Site in Butte, Montana. The ROD is based on the Administrative
Record for the BPSOU, including the Remedial Investigation (RI), the Feasibility
Study (FS), the Focused Feasibility Study (FFS), several human health risk
assessments (HHRA), the ecological risk assessment, the Proposed Plan, the public
comments received, and EPA responses to comments. The ROD presents a brief
summary of the RI and FS, actual and potential risks to human health and the
environment at the BPSOU, the major alternatives considered by EPA, and the
Selected Remedy. The Selected Remedy was chosen by EPA in accordance with the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensation, and Liability Act
(CERCLA) as amended (42 United States Code [USC] § 9601 et seq.), and in accordance
with the National Pollution Contingency Plan (NCP) [40 Code of Federal Regulations
Part 300] to the extent practicable.

The ROD has three purposes:

To describe the engineering components and remediation requirements of the Selected
Remedy, including remedial action objectives, applicable, relevant and appropriate
requirements (ARARs), and cleanup levels.

B To certify that the remedy selection process was carried out in accordance with the
requirements of CERCLA, and, to the extent practicable, the NCP.

B To provide the public with a consolidated source of information about the history,
characteristics, and risk posed by the conditions at the BPSOU, as well as a summary
of the cleanup alternatives considered, their evaluation, the rationale behind the
Selected Remedy, and the EPA's consideration of, and responses to, the comments
received.

The ROD is organized into three distinct sections:

1. The Declaration section functions as an abstract and data certification sheet for
the key information contained in the ROD. The signature page for the EPA
Region 8 Assistant Regional Administrator and Director of the Montana
Department of Environmental Quality is located in this section.
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2.

The Decision Summary section provides an overview of the BPSOU
characteristics, the alternatives evaluated, and the analysis of those options.
The Decision Summary also describes the Selected Remedy and explains how
the remedy fulfills statutory and regulatory requirements.

The Responsiveness Summary section addresses stakeholder and public
comments received on the Proposed Plan and other information contained in
the Administrative Record.
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